
There is a general agreement that 
the primary aim of smart cities is to 
achieve the 2020 energy objectives 
(1), but there is lack of clarity about 
what the ‘smart city’ concept really 
means.

According to Professor R. Laurini(2), 
a single definition does not exist. 
He takes in consideration the points 
of views of the EU(1) and of the 
architect and director of MIT 
Senseable City Lab Carlo Ratti.
The first view considers six variables: 
economy, mobility,

environmental, people, 
living, governance(2). 
The second says that 
a smart city is 
technological, 
interconnected, clean, 
attractive, comforting, 
efficient, open, 
collaborative, creative, 
digital and green.

These variables show 
that cities and citizens 
are strictly linked, 
so we cannot talk about 
cities without considering 
their inhabitants and 
behaviours. 
A key factor is the ability 
to influence people, their 

choices and the way they interact 
with technologies. 

Janette Webb(3), Professor of 
Sociology, Energy and Communities 
at the University of Edinburgh, said: 
“Local authorities have a key part to 
play because they contribute to 
rebuilding local economies (…). 
There is an opportunity to have 
people collaborating in meaningful, 
bigger projects (…).”
The role of citizens was further 
emphasised by the president 
of Fondazione Legambiente 

Innovazione Andrea Poggio during 
the event Milan City of Expo: The 
creative metropolis is becoming 
smart, held in Milan last January: 
“Citizens are the key players. 
But how can we give citizens 
the possibility to be smart?”
Municipalities and authorities have 
to provide some intelligent options 
like the car sharing, for example.
“It was introduced in Milan in 2001 
by Legambiente and today it is living 
a boom” Andrea Poggio explained. 
The combination between e-cars and 
car sharing could become the 
expression of the Milan’s transition 
to the smart city and smart citizens.

1) Europe 2020 Strategy for smart, sustainable 
and inclusive growth and into the initiative 
‘Resource efficient Europe’. http://ec.europa.eu/
energy/strategies/2010/2020_en.htm 
2) Tecnologie ICT per le Smart City – Professor 
R. Laurini
3) Smart City Dynamics – Inspiring views from 
experts across Europe – 
smartcitiesineurope.com

The smart cities’ main goals: Promote innovation 
and new behaviours.

Thanks to technologies and new policies, cities are becoming more sustainable.

300,000
Wireless charging systems 

for electric vehicles will surpass 
300,000 in annual sales by 2022.

      Source: www.navigantresearch.com

Global challenges
need smart solutions.
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eBRIDGE “Drivers of change”.
Austria’s big challenge: 
e-car sharing in rural areas.

ebridge-project.eu

Under the 
guidance 
of Mayor of 
Lisbon,  
The Deputy 
Mayor of 
Lisbon, 
Dr. Duarte 
Cordeiro 

responded 
to some questions starting from about 
the city and its citizens.

Which is your vision of the city 
of Lisbon in the near future? 
Under the leadership of our Mayor,´s
Mr António Costa leadership, we are 
working on bringing our city closer to its 
people. 
A city which creates employment and 
housing within its borders, minimizing 
commuting. A city in which people 
choose to live, attracted by a continuous 
virtuous cycle of urban renewal and 
rehabilitation, employment, economic 
growth and better quality of life. 

Do you think an e-car has 
the possibility to become 
a status symbol sooner or later?
In Lisbon we’re doing everything within 
our power to turn the “sooner or later” 
into a “now”, starting with our brand new 
electric car municipal fleet.

Working for 
a city closer 
to its people.
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Follow us

From 7-9 May Florence 
will host the 18th European 
Conference on Mobility 
Management (ECOMM).
eBRIDGE will attend this event.
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In small towns and rural areas many 
people depend on private cars. 
This is the big challenge of the Austrian 
case study, which focuses on a selection 
of initiatives of municipalities. 

In Gaubitsch most trips cannot 
be done by public transport.
One of the top actions is the Gaubitscher 
Stromgleiter (power glider) “An e-car for 
all”. In order to reduce the number of 
families with two cars, the municipality 
has purchased a “municipality second 
car” – an e-car placed on a central 
parking position. 
For a yearly membership fee of 99 Euro, 
individuals can use the e-car for only 10 
cent/km (cost-covering for electricity, 
maintenance and insurance). 
The battery range is around 130 km. 
In the first year, the ”Stromgleiter” 
has clocked 22,000 km and thus saved 
2.8 tons CO2. The e-car is currently 
shared by 29 users. 

This project was received a prize 

by the Dorferneuerungsverein 
(“countryside regeneration council”).

The deputy chairwoman 
of Dorferneuerungsverein 
Doris Hartmann stated: 
“It is a great award for our project 
and it shows that even a small 
municipality with less than 1,000 
inhabitants can achieve major 
improvements.”

Inspired by Gaubitsch, 
the municipality of Auersthal also 
started an e-car sharing initiative—
project E-Go. The goal is to offer an 
E-car sharing solution to all citizens 
of Auersthal. More information on 
http://www.lebenimdorf.at/e-GO/ 
(in German).

The government of Lower Austria 
realized that intelligent mobility 
solutions can significantly contribute 
to climate and environmental 
protection, so it increasingly supporting 
peer-to-peer e-car sharing on a greater 
scale. 

The Gaubitscher Strongleiter

Credit: G. Hartmann
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